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authorised under the decree of the year before, and
they may refer to Elizabeth Purslowe.   That there
was a considerable number of persons who, in spite
of the Puritan tendencies of the age, loved a good
play, is clearly seen from the number turned out
during the years 1638, 1639, and 1640 by Thomas
Nabbes,  Henry  Glapthorne,  James Shirley,  and
Richard Brome.   These were mostly quartos, very
poorly printed,  and chiefly from the presses of
Richard Oulton, John Okes, and Thomas Cotes.
Of collected works, there came out in small octavo
form the Poems of Thomas Carew from the press of
John Dawson in 1640, and a collection of Shake-
speare's Poems, also in small octavo, from the press
of Thomas Cotes, in the same year.   There were also
published in 1640 from the press of Richard Bishop,
who had succeeded to the business of William
Stansby, Selden's De Jure Natural* et Gentium juxta
disciplinam Ebrceorum, in folio, and William Som-
ner's Antiquities of Canterbury, one of the earliest
and best of the contributions to county bibliography.

Having now brought the record of the London
press down to the time when it became engulphed
in the chaos of civil war, it is time to turn to the
University presses of Oxford and Cambridge.

Since the year 1585, these were the only pro-
vincial presses allowed by law, and removed as
they were from the turmoil of conflicting parties,
and the severity of trade competition, in which
the London printers lived, their work showed more